
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, June 6, 2019  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
In the absence of the Chairman, Vice Chairman Michael DeFeo called the meeting to order at 
6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati and Julie Portfolio; 
Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Town Engineer Annette Turnquist 
Absent/Excused:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo and Commissioner Joseph Miceli 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Galati made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Portfolio, to accept the 
minutes of the April 3, 2019 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
Chair DeFeo announced that there would be a reordering of the agenda.  He was placing the 
report of the Town Engineer before the Public Communications section since she had to leave 
for another commitment.  Item C under Public Communications would also move up. 
 
REPORT FROM PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist reported the following: 
 
Recreation Park.  At a previous meeting it was noted that repairs were needed with the pool 
filters.  This is being done and will be completed this week.  A leak was discovered in the pool 
underneath the concrete decking.  A pipe was replaced.  The pool will be filled as soon as work 
is completed.  A BOE plumber helped us with that and she was grateful for the help.  She did not 
believe it would delay the scheduled opening of the pool. 
 
Memorial Park Playscape bids are out and are due back on June 24.  The concession building 
design is underway.  She wasn’t sure it would happen this year.  Work to the pool coping was 
completed. 
 
Panthorn Park repairs will be done next week. 
 
Trails.  We noticed some cracking and were planning to hire a contractor to fix them but we 
bought the machine and will fix them in-house. 
 
Tennis Courts.  Mrs. Turnquist received a quote to repair courts in all three parks which was way 
out of line.  A second quote was mostly in line with the first – in the vicinity of $100,000.  She is 
getting a third price from a company in Vermont.  Repairs are in the Parks Master Plan but not 
this year.  She stated that the department has been making small repairs.  The quotes include 
repairing cracks, resurfacing and repainting.  In response to a question about pickle ball at 
Memorial, Mrs. Turnquist said she has received requests about it.  We may go ahead and do it 
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ourselves. 
 
Commissioner Portfolio made a motion to accept the report from the Parks Department; 
seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1.  Amy Perry re: “Kindness Rocks” Program.  Ms. Perry said she is a teacher at Kennedy 
Middle School and she brought her 6th grade class to the meeting as an educational exercise.  She 
wrote a grant for the Southington Education Foundation (SEF) and created a slide show on the 
Kindness Rocks program.  Each of the students spoke about the program and why it was 
important to them.  Students, grandparents and others painted inspirational quotes on rocks as 
part of a community service project, sponsored by the SEF.  They would like to place the rocks 
near the trail and other locations to hopefully lift the spirits of all that see them.  They would like 
to place them at all the town parks to “Rock the Community.”  They are seeking approval of this 
board.   
 
Commissioners were impressed with the program and with the students’ presentation.  The 
students were applauded and encouraged to attend other town committee and council meetings 
when there are items of interest to them.  Ms. Perry stated that she hoped the rock program 
would become a yearly event. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Galati, seconded by Commissioner Portfolio, to go forward 
as presented to us, working with Mrs. Turnquist as to proper locations that would not interfere 
with regular maintenance such as mowing.  Motion carried. 
 
2.  Shari Guarino re: Pollinator Pathway.  Mrs. Guarino and her husband attended a Pollinator 
Pathway meeting in March which was very well attended.  Brochures were passed out to the 
commissioners.  She spoke about planting native pollinator plants around the trail.  She said 
perhaps two shrubs and a tree or two trees and a shrub would be good as opposed to a garden.  
She believed the plants would not require maintenance, or not much.  The reason she suggested 
the trail is so that we could partner up with our neighboring towns on the trail, such as Cheshire 
and Plainville.  The next step is to work on guidelines and what plants are native and what plants 
we wouldn’t want.  We might want to restrict the size of trees.  The brochure is from 
PollinatorPathway.org.  If we join we can get signs and other help.  Mrs. Guarino also said that 
people are really interested in doing this.  The Garden Club, the Southington Land Trust and 
others are interested in planting.  Thirty-plus towns have already joined in the past two years. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to move forward pending working with Mrs. Turnquist on 
locations.  Seconded by Commissioner Portfolio and carried. 
 
3.  Imelisse Gonzalez of Stanley Black & Decker re: Community Service Project.  Did not show. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay gave an update on programs.  The first Music on the Green concert was held last 
night.  The first concert was rained out both days; it has been rescheduled to September 11.  
Playground Camp begins June 24.  All three sessions are full.  Camp RISE begins July 1.  
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Registration for it has been slow but we hope it picks up.  The summer Kid’s Series begins June 
25 for eight weeks on Tuesday evenings at the drive-in pavilion.  It is a free program.  The Adult 
Softball League is in week 6 and is going well.  No problems.  High school Beach Volleyball 
program will end August 8.  After that we will have a camp from August 5-8.  Spring Tennis 
program wraps up June 15; there were many rainouts so it went weeks beyond the scheduled 
end.  People will be refunded for the days missed since the summer program begins June 17.  A 
track & field camp run by Skyhawks will be July 29 to August 2 as well as a Mini-Hawk multi-
sport camp for ages 4-7 on July 8-12.  Zumba and Fitness programs will wrap up in a few weeks 
and will start up again after school opens.  Swim lesson registration for Memorial Pool is taking 
place right now.  Lessons at Recreation will begin June 17 and at Memorial on June 24.  Youth 
Basketball League summer hoops program will begin July 10 for seven weeks on Wednesday 
nights.  Bus trips have been really slow over the last few years.  Other towns are having the same 
issue.  It does not cost us anything to offer these trips so we will continue to offer them.  
Commissioners were impressed with the number and variety of trips offered. 
 
Pavilion rentals are pretty full for almost every weekend in July and August.  Parks crews 
installed four grills by the drive-in pavilion so people don’t have to bring their own.   
 
Mr. Lapreay said he is working on several new programs to start this summer.  They will be 
solidified within the next week. 
 
Pool openings are scheduled for June 15 at Recreation pool and June 22 for Memorial. 
 
Crescent Lake was stocked with 1600 catfish just before the Memorial Day holiday.  They came 
from Arkansas and it is normal to have some die off, usually 30 to 50.  We had about 100.  Since 
it was Memorial Day weekend, the state did come out and remove the dead fish.  Mr. Lapreay, 
Dave Lavallee and Shane Lockwood were monitoring the situation and did have to close the boat 
launch a couple of times.  The fish are a good size, about 14” to 18”.  Now we are part of the 
DEEP Inland Fisheries Division Community Fishing Waters Program and hope to do this yearly 
or every other year.  There is no cost to us. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation; seconded 
by Commissioner Portfolio and carried.  
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Commissioner Portfolio was asked by Chairman Fasulo to provide further information regarding 
the possible health hazards of synthetic surface materials which was discussed at a previous 
meeting.  She provided a report compiled of 22 different studies on the subject.  Due to the 
chemical composition of the synthetic materials, there are some pretty significant health issues 
related to the two components used by most companies.  Discussion ensued.  The report was 
rather large and Commissioner Portfolio will send a link to the study to all board members for 
their review.  It can be discussed at a future meeting. 
 
Vice Chair DeFeo stated that the turf field would have the usual maintenance done and a field 
inspection would be done in July. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Portfolio.  Meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


